The heavy elements formed by neutron capture processes have an interesting history from which we can extract useful clues to and constraints upon both the characteristics of the processes themselves and the star formation and nucleosynthesis history of Galactic matter. Of particular interest in this regard are the heavy element compositions of extremely metal-deficient stars. At metallicities [Fe/H] ≤ -2.5, the elements in the mass region past barium (A > ∼ 130-140) have been found (in non carbon-rich stars) to be pure r-process products. The identification of an environment provided by massive stars and associated Type II supernovae as an r-process site seems compelling. Increasing levels of heavy s-process (e.g., barium) enrichment with increasing metallicity, evident in the abundances of more metal-rich halo stars and disk stars, reflect the delayed contributions from the low-and intermediate-mass (M ∼ 1-3 M ⊙ ) stars that provide the site for the main s-process nucleosynthesis component during the AGB phase of their evolution. New abundance data in the mass region 60 < ∼ A < ∼ 130 is providing insight into the identity of possible alternative r-process sites. We review recent observational studies of heavy element abundances both in low metallicity halo stars and in disk stars, discuss the observed trends in light of nucleosynthesis theory, and explore some implications of these results for Galactic chemical evolution, nucleosynthesis, and nucleocosmochronology.
INTRODUCTION
Element abundance patterns in metal-poor halo field stars and globular cluster stars play a crucial role in guiding and constraining theoretical models of Galactic nucleosynthesis.
These patterns can also provide significant clues to the natures of the nucleosynthesis mechanisms themselves. Nowhere is this more true than for the case of the neutron-capture (n-capture) processes that are understood to be responsible for the synthesis of the bulk of the heavy elements in the mass region A > ∼ 60: the s-process and the r-process.
Nucleosynthesis theory identifies quite different physical conditions and astrophysical sites for these two distinct processes. r-Process nuclei are effectively primary nucleosynthesis products, formed under dynamic conditions in an environment associated with the evolution of massive stars (M > ∼ 10 M ⊙ ) to supernova explosions of Type II and the formation of neutron star remnants. s-Process nuclei are understood to be products of neutron captures on preexisting silicon-iron "seed" nuclei, occurring under hydrostatic burning conditions both in the helium burning cores of massive stars and particularly in the thermally pulsing helium shells of asymptotic giant branch (AGB) stars. In this picture, the first heavy (A > ∼ 60) elements introduced into the interstellar gas component of our Galaxy are expected to have been r-process nuclei formed in association with massive stars, on time scales τ star < ∼ 10 8 years. Most of the s-process nuclei, on the other hand, are first introduced into the ISM on time scales (∼ 10 9 years) characteristic of the lifetimes of their stellar progenitors
That the general features of this simple model are correct is confirmed by the finding that r-process contributions dominate the heavy element abundances in extremely metal-poor halo and globular cluster stars, while significant s-process contributions are first identifiable at metallicities of order [Fe/H] 5 ≈ -2. Observational constraints on r-process nucleosynthesis sites are examined in §3. The implications of the observed scatter in the level of r-process nuclei relative to iron and trends in the heavy element abundances as a function of [Fe/H] over the early star formation history of the Galaxy are considered in §4.
We also consider the use of the abundance data -particularly that involving the nuclear chronometers 232 Th and 238 U -for cosmochronology ( §5). Finally, a brief examination of neutron-capture nucleosynthesis at low metallicities is presented in §6. We note there the importance of the carbon-rich stars. Although this review does not include a detailed examination of this class of metal-poor stars, the abundance patterns in these stars may provide insight into the earliest phases of Galactic nucleosynthesis. First, in order to provide a basis for our subsequent discussions of the heavy element abundance patterns in the stellar populations of our Galaxy, we briefly review in the next section the current status of theoretical models for s-process and r-process nucleosynthesis. Throughout this paper, our emphasis will be on (first) providing the best observational data currently available concerning heavy element abundances in stars in our Galaxy and (second) the use of this data to educate us concerning the physical characteristics, sites, and time scales of s-process and r-process nucleosynthesis.
formed in two processes involving neutron captures: the s-process and the r-process. These two broad divisions are distinguished on the basis of relative lifetimes for neutron captures (τ n ) and electron decays (τ β ). The condition that τ n >τ β , where τ β is a characteristic lifetime for beta-unstable nuclei near the valley of beta stability, ensures that as captures proceed the n-capture path will itself remain close to the valley of beta stability. This defines the s-process. In contrast, when τ n <τ β , it follows that successive neutron captures will proceed into the neutron-rich regions off the beta-stable valley. Following the exhaustion of the neutron flux, the capture products approach the position of the valley of beta stability by beta decay, forming the r-process nuclei. Using experimental determinations of the neutron-capture cross sections and the smooth behavior of the product of the abundance and cross section (σ n,γ N s ) for nuclei lying along the s-process path, Käppeler et al.(1989) have identified and extracted ( Figure 1 ) the s-process and r-process patterns characterizing solar system matter.
The significant point, for our purposes, is that these patterns are readily distinguishable.
This immediately implies the following:
• If we can identify stellar environments in which either the s-process or the r-process contributions dominate, we can use this information to constrain the detailed characteristics of the corresponding nucleosynthesis mechanism.
• If we can distinguish s-process and r-process elemental contributions, we can use stellar abundance data to trace the chemical evolution of such processes over Galactic history.
In fact, we have been successful in both quests. Patterns of s-process elements are observed to be enriched in some red giant stars, reflecting in situ neutron capture nucleosynthesis. Indeed, it was the identification of technetium in the atmospheres of red giants by Merrill (1952) that provided a strong early clue to the fact that heavy element synthesis occurs in stars. Similarly, as we will see, the r-process distribution characteristic of solar system matter is unambiguously identifiable in the spectra of extremely metal-poor stars. The complicated chemical evolutionary histories of the two neutron capture processes can then be traced by examining, for example, the history of the barium (formed predominantly in the s-process) to europium ( nearly an r-only element) ratio as a function of [Fe/H]. We will return to this issue in §4.
s-Process Nucleosynthesis
Theory has proposed the existence of several quite different astrophysical sites for the operation of the two neutron-capture nucleosynthesis mechanisms. In fact, as we shall see, it would now appear that there may be (at least?) two identifiable and distinct components (environments) for both s-process and r-process nucleosynthesis. For the case of the s-process, the two astrophysical environments are:
• The helium burning cores of massive stars (M > ∼ 10 M ⊙ ) provide an environment in it was at least reassuring that, in contrast to s-process, it appeared a single r-process site was involved. Observations reviewed in section 3 now suggest that this is not true -rather, there must be distinct classes of r-process events operating in the mass regimes above and below masses A ≈ 130-140.
Promising and studied sites of r-process nucleosynthesis include the following:
• The r-process model that has received the greatest study in recent years involves a high-entropy (neutrino-driven) wind from a Type II supernova (Woosley et al. 1994; Takahashi, Witti, & Janka 1994) . The attractive features of this model include the facts that it may be a natural consequence of the neutrino emission that must accompany core collapse in Type II events, that it would appear to be quite robust, and that it is indeed associated with massive stars of short lifetime. Recent calculations have, however, called attention to a critical problem associated with this mechanism: the entropy values predicted by current Type II supernova models are too low to yield the correct levels of production of both the lighter and heavier r-process nuclei.
• The conditions estimated to characterize the decompressed ejecta from neutron star mergers (Lattimer et al. 1977; Rosswog et al. 1999 ) may also be compatible with the production of an r-process abundance pattern generally consistent with solar system matter. The most recent numerical study of r-process nucleosynthesis in matter ejected in such mergers (Freiburghaus, Rosswog, & Thielemann 1999) show specifically that the r-process heavy nuclei in the mass range A > ∼ 130-140 and produced in solar proportions. Here again, the association with a massive star/Type II supernova environment is consistent with the early appearance of r-process nuclei in the Galaxy and the mechanism seems quite robust. A potential problem with this source, pointed out by Qian (2000) , is that the observed frequency of such events in the Galaxy, lower by a factor ≈ 100 than the frequency of Type II supernovae, demands that a high mass of r-process matter ejected per event. He argues that this is inconsistent with the level of scatter of [r-process/Fe] observed in halo stars.
• LeBlanc & Wilson (1970) have considered possible ejection of neutronized material in magnetized jets from collapsing stellar cores. This mechanism, which has most recently been examined by Cameron (2001) , is again tied to massive star/Type II SNe environments.
• The helium and carbon shells of massive stars undergoing supernova explosions can also give rise to significant neutron production, via such reactions as
18 O(α,n) 21 Ne, and 22 Ne(α,n) 25 Mg, involving residues of hydrostatic burning phases (Truran, Cowan, & Cameron 1978; Thielemann, Arnould, & Hillebrandt 1979; Blake et al. 1981) . Here again, the site is associated with a Type II supernova event. The weakness of this environment, as revealed by the calculations cited above, is the fact that the expected neutron exposure is not consistent with the production of the entire range of r-process nuclei through uranium and thorium. Recent calculations (Truran & Cowan 2000) suggest that these supernova conditions may be consistent with the production of the lighter r-process nuclei, through the mass range A ≈ 130-140. As we will discuss in the next two sections, this might explain the lighter n-capture element abundance patterns observed in certain low-metallicity stars. However, preliminary calculations by Heger et al. (2002) indicate, rather, that the available neutron flux for these environments may not be sufficient to synthesize even these lighter r-process elements. The question regarding the contributions of the helium and carbon shells of massive stars to solar system and galactic r-process abundances thus remains open.
In summary, the theoretical picture indicates the inherent complexity of the heavy element nucleosynthesis history. There is increasingly strong observational evidence that the r-process isotopes identified in solar system matter are in fact the products of two distinct classes of r-process events -for the regions A > ∼ 130-140 and A < ∼ 130-140. Supernovae of a certain mass range, or neutron star mergers, appear to be the most promising candidates for production of nuclei in the mass regime A > ∼ 130-140. Shock processing of the helium and/or carbon shells in Type II supernovae may produce the r-process nuclei in the mass range A < ∼ 130-140. The (seemingly) lower level of the r-process abundances for A < ∼ 130-140 in extremely metal deficient halo stars like CS 22892-052 (Sneden et al. 2000a) may simply be attributable to the operation of the helium/carbon shell mechanism at low metallicities. Alternatively, perhaps supernovae of different mass range or frequency than those that produced the heavier r-process elements might be responsible for the synthesis of nuclei with A < ∼ 130-140. There have also been suggestions (Cameron 2001 ) that the entire abundance distribution could be synthesized in a certain type of core-collapse supernova.
Note that in all cases the site is associated with massive stars and can therefore enrich the interstellar medium on a relatively rapid time scales.
EVIDENCE FOR R-PROCESS NUCLEOSYNTHESIS AT EARLY GALACTIC EPOCHS
Studies of element abundances in the oldest and most metal-deficient stars in our Galaxy are extremely important because they serve as tests of nucleosynthesis theories and of models of Galactic chemical evolution, and can provide critical inferences concerning the star formation histories of stellar populations. Reviews of overall abundance patterns as a function of metallicity [Fe/H] have been provided by Spite & Spite (1985) , Wheeler, Sneden, and Truran (1989), and McWilliam (1997) . In this review, we concentrate specifically on the heavy element products of s-process and r-process nucleosynthesis.
The fact that there exist real and systematic depletions in the s-process elements relative to iron in stars of low [Fe/H] was first emphasized by Pagel (1968) . Observed trends in the abundances of the designated s-process nuclei were scrutinized by Tinsley (1979; see also Truran 1980 ) and found to be inconsistent with "conventional theories."
The clue to what was happening here was provided by the observations of Spite & Spite (1978) of the europium abundances in metal poor stars. Europium is an element with two stable isotopes, the abundances of both of which are dominated by their r-process contributions. The Spite & Spite data revealed that the Eu/Fe ratio was essentially solar (or higher), even for stars of very low metallicity (-3 < ∼ [Fe/H] < ∼ -2), leaving no doubt that r-process nucleosynthesis had occurred. Many of the "anomalous" trends in "s-process" abundances at low metallicities then became interpretable rather on the basis of their levels of production in the r-process (Truran 1981 ).
This r-process interpretation has since been unambiguously confirmed by observations, beginning with studies of n-capture elements in HD 122563 ([Fe/H] ≈ -2.7) and HD 110184 Sneden & Parthasarathy (1983) , Sneden & Pilachowski (1985) and with the larger survey by Gilroy et al. (1988) . These papers all demonstrated that the heavy element abundance patterns in very low-metallicity giants were consistent with solar system r-process, but not s-process, abundances.
= -3.1), but r-process enriched ([r-process/Fe] ≈ 30-50), halo star CS 22892-052 shown in Figure 2 . Note the truly remarkable agreement of the elemental abundance pattern in the region from barium through at least iridium, and probably through lead with the solar system elemental pattern.
This comprehensive level of agreement of the metal-poor star heavy element abundance pattern with (solar system) r-process abundances is seen in most of the stars of [Fe/H] < ∼ -2.5 with published detailed n-capture abundance patterns. 6 The heavy element abundance patterns for the three r-process rich stars CS 22892-052 (Sneden et al. 2000a) , HD 115444 (Westin et al. 2000) , and BD +17 o 3248 are compared with the solar system r-process abundances in Figure 3 . The robustness of the r-process mechanism operating in the early Galaxy is reflected in the spectacular agreement of these three stellar patterns (which represent the nucleosynthesis products of, at most, a relatively small number of earlier stars) with the solar system r-process pattern (which represents the accumulated production of r-process elements over billions of years of Galactic evolution).
Note the extraordinary agreement with solar system r-process abundances over this range, for the eighteen elements for which abundance data is available. These data provide conclusive evidence for the operation of an r-process at the earliest Galactic epochs that synthesizes the heavy r-process nuclei (barium and beyond), including the long lived isotopes 232 Th and 238 U critical to dating. The identification with massive stars seems compelling, although it is possible that neutron star mergers rather than a supernova environment may be responsible.
A critical question arises here involving the abundances of r-process nuclei less massive and 129 I in early solar system matter with a model of "uniform production" that works well for both the actinide chronometers and the short lived isotope 182 Hf led Wasserburg et al. (1996) to argue for a second r-process component for the mass region below A ≈ 130-140. Studies of abundances in the mass range from the iron region through barium in low metallicity stars can be utilized to provide significant input in this regard. Returning to Figure 2 we note that while there is remarkable agreement with solar r-process abundances for the the heavier nuclei, the abundance pattern in the mass regime below A ≈ 130-140
does not exhibit this consistency. This is evident as well for the halo star BD +17 o 3248 , as shown in Figure 4 .
Recent observational studies of the heavy element abundance patterns in globular clusters provide further evidence of the early dominance of the r-process contributions in
Galactic matter. Here, we are particularly interested in the question as to whether the abundance history of [r-process/Fe] in globular clusters parallels that of the field halo stars. To date, there have been only a few detailed abundance studies of the heavy neutron capture elements in globular clusters (see, e.g. Ivans et al. 1999; . One such study by Sneden et al. (2000b) (see Figure 5 ) does indicate a pattern similar to that seen in the field halo stars, and again consistent with the scaled solar system r-process abundances.
We also note the detection of the long-lived radioactive element thorium in several of the giants in M15. These detections hold implications for radioactive age determinations and cosmochronology, as discussed in section 5.
CHEMICAL EVOLUTION OF r-PROCESS and s-PROCESS ABUNDANCES
In this section we examine more closely the abundance histories of individual neutron capture elements as a function of metallicity. As we shall see, they serve to provide important information concerning the earliest stages of star formation and nucleosynthesis enrichment in the early Galaxy.
Scatter in the Early Galaxy
We first explore the abundance scatter in the Galaxy. Early work by Gilroy et al. (1988) first proposed that the stellar abundances of r-process elements with respect to iron, particularly Eu/Fe, showed a large scatter at low metallicities. Their work suggested that this scatter appeared to diminish with increasing metallicity. A more extensive study by Burris et al. (2000) confirmed the very large star-to-star scatter in the early Galaxy, while studies of stars at higher metallicities, involving mostly disk stars (Edvardsson et al. 1993; Woolf et al. 1995) , show little scatter. In Figure 6 , we plot the data from a number of these surveys (Burris et al. 2000; Edvardsson et al. 1993; Woolf et al. 1995; Jehin et al. 1999; McWilliam et al. 1995 , McWilliam 1998 . These studies, which cover a broad metallicity range of -3.5≤[Fe/H]≤+0.5, include large numbers of stars and hyper fine splitting in the derivation of Ba abundances.
We have also plotted in Figure 6 abundance determinations from several individual stars with large overabundances of r-process elements, which we refer to as r-process "rich" stars. These include CS 22892-052 (Sneden et al. 2000a ), HD 115444 (Westin et al. 2000) , CS 31082-001 (Hill et al. 2002) and BD +17 o 3248 . Thus, in some of those stars we see the ratio of the r-process element Eu, to Fe, with values reaching as high as [Eu/Fe] ≈ 50. (Even though the total Eu abundance is still less, the ratio of this element to iron is much higher in some of these stars than in the Sun.) At a metallicity of [Fe/H]=-3
in Figure 6 , the abundance ratio of [Eu/Fe] varies by more than two orders of magnitude.
However, near [Fe/H] = -1 the variation in [Eu/Fe] is reduced to less than a factor of ∼ five.
The star-to-star scatter illustrated in this figure can most easily be explained as due to local inhomogeneities resulting from contributions from individual nucleosynthetic events (e.g., supernovae), and strongly suggests an early, unmixed, chemically inhomogeneous Galaxy.
r-Process abundances in low metal stars also provide further clues to the natures of the r-process and s-process sites. For example, the increasing level of scatter of [Eu/Fe] with decreasing metallicity, most pronounced at values below [Fe/H] ∼ -2.0, makes clear that not all early stars are sites for the formation of both r-process nuclei and iron. In the absence of other sources for either iron peak nuclei or r-process nuclei in the early Galaxy, this scatter is consistent with the view that only a small fraction (2%-10%) of the massive stars that produce iron also yield r-process elements. Discussions of this issue may be found in the papers by Fields, Truran, & Cowan (2002) and Qian & Wasserburg (2001) .
One other important trend is notable in Figure 6 . At higher metallicities, particularly Another observed abundance trend is the large star-to-star scatter in [Ba/Eu] ratios.
Whether this scatter is real or due to inadequate Ba abundance analyses, however, is not clear. Barium, with a number of isotopes and significant hyperfine and isotopic splitting, can be difficult to analyze. Thus, for example, estimates of the proportions of the relative isotopic abundances synthesized in the r-and s-processes are necessary for the abundance determination (e.g. Magain 1995 . In addition, abundances of Ba are also quite sensitive to the assumed values of the microturbulent velocity. These difficulties lead to typical uncertainties of at least ∼ ±0.2 dex in the [Ba/Eu] ratios in most metal-poor stars, and thus make this ratio inadequate to map out the detailed Galactic chemical evolution of the r-and s-processes (see Sneden et al. 2001a , for further discussion).
As an alternative, La is also predominantly an s-process element in solar system material (Burris et al. 2000) . Furthermore, with only one stable isotope, La has more favorable atomic properties than Ba does, making the abundance analysis more straight- A new large-sample study of La/Eu ratios in metal-poor stars as a function of metallicity is being conducted (Simmerer et al., in preparation) . This survey employs higher resolution, higher S/N spectra and the new atomic data of Lawler et al. (2001) . Preliminary analysis indicates an excellent line-by-line abundance agreement for La II in the Sun, CS 22892-052, and BD+17 3248 (Sneden et al. 2001b) . In Figure 8 we show the behavior of [La/Eu] with [Fe/H] for a small sample of metal-poor but n-capture-rich stars. We note that, unlike the case for the [Ba/Eu] ratios illustrated in Figure 7 , there is a very small star-to-star scatter in [La/Eu] at lowest metallicities. However, the sample is still small, but when the survey is completed it should be possible to ascertain with more certainty the metallicity at which the s-process begin to contribute significantly to most stars' n-capture abundances. Ultimately, such information should also help to determine how rapidly the Galaxy may have increased its
Fe-peak metallicity before the initial onset of the s-process from the deaths of the first intermediate-mass stars. Cayrel et al. 2001 ). These stellar chronometric-(or radioactive-) age estimates are critically dependent upon accurate stellar abundance determinations and well-determined theoretical nucleosynthesis predictions of the initial abundances of the radioactive elements. Currently the uncertainties in the age estimates employing this technique are relatively large. It is expected, however, that these uncertainties will diminish with increasing numbers of stellar detections of Th and/or U and of the stable 3 rd r-process peak elements -these latter measurements are needed to constrain theoretical abundance predictions of the radioactive chronometers. Ultimately, the availability of improved determinations of the abundance of Pb (and perhaps Bi) will make possible even tighter constraints on stellar ages. In the following, we briefly review the current status of these possible chronometers.
NUCLEOCOSMOCHRONOLOGY WITH R-PROCESS CHRONOMETERS

Ages from Th/Eu
The number of Th (produced solely in the r-process) detections in metal-poor and UMP halo stars has been increasing Cowan et al. 1997; Cowan et al. 1999; Sneden et al. 2000a; Westin et al. 2000; Johnson & Bolte 2001; Cayrel et al. 2001; Cowan et al. 2002) . These detections have led to direct chronometric stellar age determinations.
The typical technique has been to first determine the ratio of the abundance of radioactive thorium to the stable europium abundance value. Eu is a particularly good choice both because it is virtually a pure r-process nucleosynthesis product and because it is easily identified in the spectra of most metal-poor giant stars. These ratios are then directly compared with predictions of the initial (zero-decay) value of Th/Eu at the time of the formation of these elements. We illustrate this comparison in Figure 9 , where the observed neutron-capture abundances in the UMP star CS 22892-052 (Sneden et al. 2000a ) is compared with a scaled solar system r-process abundance distribution (solid line). It is clear from this comparison that the Th abundance has decayed (dropped) with respect to the stable heavy n-capture elements. Also shown in Figure 9 is a theoretical r-process abundance curve that reproduces the observed stable r-process elements and at the same time (i.e., in the same calculation) predicts the initial radioactive elemental abundances.
Such predictions for initial abundance ratios of Th/Eu, or Th to other stable elements, have been necessary since the nuclei involved in the r-process are very far from stability, and there are little experimental nuclear data available. The difference in the initial (at time of formation) predicted ratio for Th/Eu and the observed stellar ratio directly reflects (properly) the age of the radioactive material that was produced in the r-process site, whatever that may be. However, since the time scale for formation of the current halo stars, after the ejection of this r-process material into the ISM, would have been relatively short (i.e., only millions of years, as compared to billions of years), this age can be thought of as the stellar age. Chronometric ages, based upon the Th/Eu ratios, have typically fallen in the range of 11-15 Gyr for the observed stars Cowan et al. 1997; Pfeiffer, Kratz, & Thielemann 1997; Cowan et al. 1999; Sneden et al. 2000a; Westin et al. 2000; Johnson & Bolte 2001; Cayrel et al. 2001; Cowan et al. 2002) .
We also note that in one case Th/Eu ratios have been determined for several giants in the globular cluster M 15 (Sneden et al. 2000b ), who estimated their average, and hence the cluster, age at 14 ± 4 Gyr.
Concern has been expressed, however, over the reliability of employing Th/Eu as an age indicator in all metal-poor stars (Goriely & Arnould 2001) . In particular, Eu is widely separated in mass number from thorium and differences in the synthesis histories of these elements could lead to age uncertainties. Furthermore, the initial predicted values of this abundance ratio are very sensitively dependent upon the choice of nuclear mass formulavery different mass formulae lead to widely differing initial ratios and hence age estimates.
Particularly troubling is the case of CS 31082-001. This UMP star shows very high values of Th and U with respect to the stable elements such as Eu (Cayrel et al. 2001; Hill et al. 2002) . Schatz et al. (2002) Schatz et al. 2002) employed the abundances of U and Th, in combination with each other and with some other stable elements, to find an average chronometric age of 12.5 ± 3 Gyr for CS 31082-001.
Recent observations of the spectrum of BD +17 o 3248 also indicate the presence of uranium, albeit weakly, marking this as the second metal-poor halo star in which U has been detected . These authors, employing Th, U, Eu and several 3 rd r-process peak elements, estimate the age of BD +17 o 3248 to be 13.8 ± 4 Gyr. All of these age calculations make use of the theoretically predicted initial (zero-decay) values for ratios such as Th/U, Th/Eu and Th/Pt. These in turn are based upon nuclear mass formulae and abundance fits to the heaviest stable neutron-capture elements, i.e., the 3 rd r-process peak elements. Several nuclear mass formulae, such as the extended Thomas We caution, however, that even with these recent observational successes, uranium detections in metal-poor or UMP stars may turn out to be uncommon. Previous observations have failed to detect U in such stars as CS 22892-052 and HD 115444, although meaningful upper limits can also be employed to constrain the age estimates (see also Burles et al. 2002 for further discussion). Finally, the overlap among the various chronometric age estimates for the field halo stars and for the globular M15 with other globular cluster (e.g.,
14
Gyr from Pont et al. 1998 ) and cosmological age determinations (e.g., 14.9 ± 1.5 Gyr from Perlmutter et al. 1999 and 14 .2 ± 1.7 Gyr from Riess et al. 1998 ) is encouraging.
While the chronometric age predictions have suffered from some uncertainties in the past, that situation has been slowly changing with the addition of more high resolution stellar data and more nuclear data leading to increasingly more reliable prescriptions for very neutron-rich nuclei (see Pfeiffer et al. 2001; Burles et al. 2002) .
NEUTRON-CAPTURE NUCLEOSYNTHESIS AT VERY LOW METALLICITIES
In this section we examine the differences in abundances among r-process "rich" and Tables 1 and 2 . A range in metallicity is seen in both groups with most of these stars having [Fe/H] between about -2.0 and -3.1, and that r-process "richness" does not correlate directly with metallicity -the r-process poor stars are not necessarily the most metal-poor.
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The behavior of the Sr/Ba ratio, as a function of [Ba/Fe] , is also illustrated in Figure   10 to compare and contrast these groups of stars. The r-process rich stars in Figure 10 generally This comparison of r-process-rich and r-process-poor stars suggests that the nucleosynthetic production (in an r-process environment) of the lighter elements, such as Sr, and probably Y and Zr, is favored over the the heavier elements such as Ba in the progenitors of some metal-poor stars. Production of the heavier r-process elements early in the history of the Galaxy may be delayed relative to the lighter ones. In this scenario the observed r-process poor stars may be showing the products of nucleosynthesis from progenitor stars that lived and died prior to the formation of the first "main" r-process stars.
If lower mass (8-10 M ⊙ ) supernovae are a likely source for the main r-process (see e.g., Mathews et al. 1992; Wheeler, Cowan, & Hillebrandt 1998; Ishimaru & Wanajo 1999) , then the high Sr/Ba ratios could be reflective of higher mass star ejecta. Both the lighter and heavier neutron-capture elements might have been synthesized in some type of incomplete or abbreviated r-process in early, extremely metal-poor massive stars, with a possible additional Sr synthesis from the weak s-process in these same stars. Such an incomplete r-process, with insufficient neutron flux to flow up to the heaviest neutron-capture elements can occur in some model calculations for certain astrophysical conditions (see Burles et al.
-24 -example silicon, could act as a seed for any initial r-processing (see Hannawald, Pfeiffer, & Kratz 2001) . Thus, even in very metal-poor or UMP stars (with by definition low iron abundances) some r-processing could occur that might synthesize some levels of Sr and even Ba. Heavy element synthesis has even been predicted for certain types of inhomogeneous big bang models (see Rauscher et al. 1994) . Some of these models, under certain very restrictive assumptions, can produce s-like, as opposed to r-like, abundance signatures for neutron-capture elements that would favor lighter neutron-capture element production.
Detailed abundance determinations for large numbers of neutron-capture elements in individual r-process poor stars have, in general, not been available. The low levels of the abundances and the weak lines have made such element detections difficult. One star that has been extensively studied is the bright giant HD 122563. In Figure 11 we show an abundance comparison between this star and four r-process rich stars ( BD +17 o 3248, CS 22892-052, CS 31082-001, and HD 115444). For each star we show the difference between the abundance value of the element and the corresponding solar system r-process prediction. A perfect agreement would result in a relatively flat-line curve. That is in general, what is observed for the four r-process rich stars, supporting earlier arguments that these neutron-capture elements in these stars are in scaled solar system r-process
proportions. The abundance data, what there is of it, for HD 122563 does not follow the same pattern, however. Instead the abundances of the heavier neutron-capture elements seem to depend on, and decline with, atomic number, Z. This may, in fact, be another indication of an incomplete r-process synthesis from a massive star early in the history of the Galaxy. We caution, however, that our analysis is based so far only on HD 122562, and needs to be confirmed by additional stars.
While the most detailed abundance data is so far only available for HD 122563, there have been other recent papers noting somewhat similar abundance traits in some of the other very metal-poor stars. In particular, a few of these early Galactic stars show high concentrations of C, N or even O along with very low levels of heavier neutron capture elements (see e.g., Norris, Ryan & Beers 1997 Depagne et al. 2002) .
In sum these brief comparisons suggest that the early phases of Galactic nucleosynthesis are likely to be complex. As evolutionary time scales become much shorter than Galactic mixing time scales, the yields from different (progenitor) mass-range stars may show up as different chemical mixes, so that the interpretation of abundances in stars that are more metal-poor than, for example, [Fe/H] = -3 may be problematic in the context of chemical evolution. Additional detailed abundance determinations, particularly for the more metal-poor and r-process poor stars, may help to clarify these issues in the future.
CONCLUSIONS
The detailed nature of the processes by which the heavy elements from iron to uranium are made in nature stands as one of the most fundamental and challenging unsolved problems in nuclear astrophysics. While the s-process is understood to occur primarily in the helium burning shells of AGB stars, the site of the r-process can only be constrained by theory to a rapidly evolving stellar/supernova environment, sufficiently short lived to explain the presence of r-process nuclei in the very oldest stars studied in our Galaxy.
Furthermore, neither the nuclear physics of the r-process of neutron-capture synthesis nor the physical properties of the environment in which it might operate are known to sufficient reliability to allow us to understand the extraordinary robustness of the r-process abundance pattern in the mass region A > ∼ 130-140.
Enter the observational astronomers. Over the past two decades, high resolution spectroscopic studies have provided high quality data that has helped chemical evolution and nucleosynthesis theorists by imposing constraints upon both the nature of the nucleosynthesis sites and the abundance history of the early Galaxy. On the basis of the observed trends we have reviewed in this paper, we can summarize the following conclusions:
1. Observations leave absolutely no doubt but that the first contributions to the abundances of the heavy r-process elements in our Galaxy occurred at an early epoch, indicate that the lighter neutron-capture elements (for example Ag) are not consistent with (i.e., fall below) that same scaled r-process curve. This behavior is shown in Figure 2 for CS 22892-052, and indicates that two distinct r-process environments may be required to synthesize both ends of the abundance distribution. These observations support earlier suggestions of two r-processes based upon solar system meteoritic (isotopic) data (Wasserburg et al. 1996) . Analogously to the s-process, we can attribute the heavier neutron capture elements to a "strong" robust r-process, with a "weak" r-process responsible for the synthesis of the lighter elements below barium. Analyzing the lighter abundance data is complicated by the possibility of the production of s-process nuclei (in the weak s-process) from massive stars that might contribute to the production of Sr, Y and Zr only. Additional spectroscopic studies of the abundances of the lighter neutron-capture elements, in metal deficient stars, will be required to sort all of this out.
6. The identification of the r-process site with massive star environments implies that the critical nuclear chronometers for dating the Galaxy were formed early in Galactic history. This strongly supports the use of the r-process isotopes 232 Th, 235 U, and et al. 2002) .
7. For the r-process poor stars at low metallicity the data seem to indicate that lighter elements such as Sr have high abundances with respect to heavier neutron-capture elements such as Ba. Also, for these stars (at least based upon the data available for the star HD 122563), the abundances of the heavier neutron-capture elements seems to depend more on atomic number (and to decline faster with atomic number) than the standard r-process production normally does. These results suggest that the early nucleosynthesis history of the Galaxy was quite complex with yields coming from various s-and r-process components and from synthesis sites with a variety of progenitor mass ranges.
We thank Käppeler et al. (1989) . Note the distinctive s-process signatures at masses A ≈ 88, 138, and 208 and the corresponding r-process signatures at A ≈ 130 and 195, all attributable to closed shell effects on neutron capture cross sections. It is the r-process pattern thus extracted from solar system abundances that can be compared with the observed heavy element patterns in extremely metal-deficient stars. The total solar system abundances for the heavy elements are those compiled by Anders and Grevesse (1989) . (Burris et al. 2000; Jehin et al. 1999; Edvardsson et al. 1993; McWilliam et al. 1995 , McWilliam 1998 . r-process rich stars from Westin et al. (2000) ; Sneden et al. (2000a ), Hill et al. 2002 . scaled solar system r-process abundance distribution (solid line). . Also
shown is a theoretical r-process abundance curve (dashed line) from Cowan et al. (1999) . (Burris et al. 2000; Jehin et al. 1999; Edvardsson et al. 1993; McWilliam et al. 1995 , McWilliam 1998 . Note in particular the r-process poor and r-process rich stars. 
